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UNIVERSITY OF RAJASTHAN, JAIPUR
Department of Dramatics

MULTI DISCIPLINARY COURSE(MDC)

Course Overview: This course provides an introduction to the fundamentals of theatre, its
history, various forms, and the cultural significance of performance arts. Students will explore
key elements of theatre, engage with different genres, and attend live performances to foster a
deeper appreciation for the craft.

Course Objectives:
o To understand the historical evolution of theatre and its cultural contexts.
o To analyze various theatrical forms and genres.

e To develop critical thinking skills through the evaluation of performances.
o To foster an appreciation for the collaborative nature of theatre.

Unit 1: Introduction to Theatre
What is Theatre?

o Definitions and elements of theatre
e Overview of the course and expectations

History of Theatre

e Ancient origins: Greek and Roman theatre
e Development through the Middle Ages and Renaissance

Modern Theatre Movements

o Exploration of major movements: realism, expressionism, absurdism
o Key playwrights and their contributions

Theatre as a Reflection of Society
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e Discussion on the role of theatre in cultural and social contexts
o Assignment: Research a significant historical play

Unit 2: Elements of Theatre
The Playwright’s Craft

e Understanding script structure and elements
e Analysis of selected plays

Acting Techniques

e Introduction to acting methods: Stanislavski, Meisner, etc.
o Workshop: Basic acting exercises

Guest Speaker

o Industry professional discussing their role in theatre (e.g., director, actor, designer)

Unit 3: Theatre Genres and Styles
Comedy and Tragedy

o Exploration of the characteristics of each genre
e Analysis of significant comedic and tragic works

Musical Theatre

e The evolution and elements of musical theatre
o Discussion on iconic musicals and their cultural impact

Contemporary Theatre

e Overview of modern playwrights and experimental works
o Exploration of diverse voices and themes
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Unit 4: Attending Live Theatre
Preparing for a Theatre Experience

e Understanding etiquette and expectations
o Discussing the importance of live performance

Attendance at a Local Performance

o Experience a live theatre event (field trip)
o Reflective assignment: Write a review of the performance

Analyzing a Live Performance

e Discussion on elements observed during the performance
e Group analysis and sharing of perspectives

Practical
Group Project Work

e Groups finalize their production concepts and presentations
o Peer feedback sessions

Presentations of Group Projects

e Groups present their concepts to the class
o Discussion on the creative process

Reflecting on the Theatre Experience

e Discussion on personal growth and learning from the course
e Analysis of what makes theatre meaningful

Course Wrap-Up

¢ Final reflections and evaluations
o Course feedback and future theatre engagement
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Assessment Criteria:

o Participation and attendance (20%)

e Written assignments and performance reviews (30%)
e Group project presentation (30%)

o Final reflective essay (20%)

Required Reading and Materials:

o Selected plays from various genres
e Articles on theatre history and criticism
e Access to recorded performances or documentaries
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